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Meet an                              
Affiliate

Stacie Blue has worked for Turtle Mountain Community 
College (TMCC) for a combined 16 years. Her first 
experience at TMCC was taking summer courses and 
working as a summer research technician while she 
was also a student at UND. Stacie graduated from UND 
with a Bachelor’s in Fisheries and Wildlife Biology. She 
started working for TMCC as an administrative assistant 
and soon moved to a grant director position where she 
started her work on providing community education 
opportunities around climate change. Her first project 
was building a straw bale classroom to be used by the 
college and community so as many people as possible 
could experience the alternative design. After completing 
her MS in Science Education from Montana State 
University-Bozeman, she started teaching her science 
courses in the TMCC straw bale classroom. Stacie has 
been teaching science courses full-time since 2009; 
her courses include Environmental Science, General 
Biology, and Natural Resources Management. In 2014, 
she worked with K-12 educators on learning more 
about climate change and the impact of climate change 
on the local ecosystems. The greatest interest from 
the educators was learning about the local plants and 
animals. Stacie is currently working on her PhD through 
the NDSU Natural Resources Management program and 
continues to teach at TMCC and work with schools in 
the Turtle Mountain area to provide outdoor educational 
experiences to as many students as possible.

Stacie attended the Western Regional Space Grant 
Meeting in September of 2019. Her experiences included 
meeting past and current NASA employees, participating 
in activities with the diversity team from the Western 
Region Consortia. Stacie met with Dave Berger of 
Armstrong Flight Research Center to discuss engaging 
Tribal College Students in research. She also met with 
other affiliates to learn more about their programs, 
research, and collaborations with the goal to understand 
how she can create opportunities for TMCC students. 
Stacie’s first experience at the regional conference 
was eye opening and inspiring, and recommends all 
ND Space Grant members to attend the next regional 
conference.

Stacie Blue
   Turtle Mountain
   Community College
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We Are
#NASAinND
North Dakota students, staff, and faculty work 
hard, have fun, and accomplish amazing things! 
Check out their STEM and NASA activities from 
the past year.

@nd_space_grant
Happy #internationalwomensday from the 
#NDSGC! To celebrate, we would like 
to highlight the exceptional women supported 
through #NASASpaceGrant funding in the past 
year. First up, shown here are female students 
from North Dakota who completed #NASA 
internships in summer 2018.
#BreakingBarriers          
#WomenInSTEM   
 #NASAinND       
#RoleModels

@nd_space_grant
Having a BLAST at the 
FIRST Nations Launch Workshop, 
led by  #wisconsin 
@NASAspacegrant at 
@unitedtribestechnicalcollege.

#GirlsJustWannaDoSTEM               
#FutureLeaders
#MondayFunday

@nd_space_grant
Who’s ready for a 3-day 
teacher workshop filled with 
hands-on space activities 
celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of the Apollo 11th 
mission?!
#NASAinND    
#NDSGC 
#UNDproud 
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@nd_space_grant
This week at @scigirls #SpaceCamp, the middle 
school girls took the next step in their #Astronaut 
training! They brainstormed #SpacesuitDesign 
ideas, viewed #SciGirls #NearPeer role 
model videos and a #NASA show in the @
uofnorthdakota atmospherium, and checked out 
the #SpaceStudies #spacesuit lab to get a feel 
for #CollegeStudent #research being conducted 
right here in #NorthDakota.
#NASAinND 
#GirlsJustWannaDoSTEM       
#FutureLeaders

@nd_space_grant
Congratulations to “The Eagles Have 
Landed” Team from Eagles Elementary 
in Fargo, ND on their First Lego League 
progress! The students designed a 
resistance band rowing machine for 
#astronauts to use in #microgravity for 
long duration #spaceflight. Good luck at 
the state competition at the 
@uofnorthdakota on Feb 9th!
#FLL #STEM 
#STEMeducation 
#FutureLeaders 
#FirstLegoLeague

@nd_space_grant
Congratulations to our 
three Near-Space Balloon 
Competition teams on their 
outstanding proposals, 
presentations, and final reports! 
We still have a missing balloon 
(hey Minnesotans, let us know 
if you find it!) but these students 
demonstrated that they’re real 
scientists and engineers with 
their determination! 
#NASAinND #NDSGC 
#NASAspaceGrant

@nd_space_grant
Congratulations to 
@unitedtribestechnicalcollege 
#FNL rocketry team, Brett 
and Muriel! They rocked their 
presentation and Q+A from the 
judges! 
#NASAinND   
#wsgcrocketlaunch 
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Space Grant Alumni Success Stories

Where Are They Now?

Alexis Archambault
NDSGC involvement
NDSGC Travel Grant Recipient
Education
Nueta Hidatsa Sahnish College: Bachelor of 
Science in Environmental Science
University of North Dakota: Master of Science 
in Geological Engineering 
Where are you now? 
Teaching Assistant at the University of North 
Dakota, Geological Engineering (PhD) 
Advice to Students
Attend at least one conference a year to travel 
(see the world) and network within your field. 
When you set an academic goal always keep 
in mind that everyone’s academic journey is 
different. Be open to alternate paths to achieve 
your goals and you will persevere.

Jeremy McLeod
NDSGC involvement
2012-2013 Scholarship Recipient
Education                                                                                                                              
United Tribes Technical College: Pre Engineering                                             
Bismarck State College: Associates in Applied Sciences                             
South Dakota School of Mines and Technology:                                
Bachelor of Science, Civil Engineering

Where are you now?                                                                          
Program Manager / Civil Engineer with the Federal Aviation Administration in      
Bismarck, ND
Advice to Students
Always strive to do your best in school, think of it like a job, “The harder 
you work the more you get out of it and the greater you will be”.

Andrea Dickason
NDSGC involvement
NASA internship and NASA competition team 
Education
University of North Dakota, BS Mechanical Engineering 
Where are you now? 
Sr. Manager, New Shepard Production Test Operations at Blue Origin

Advice to Students
Be open to new opportunities and challenges! Taking on or pursuing something 
outside your comfort zone can feel risky but those opportunities also tend to be 
the ones that help you grow the most.

Congratulations on 
your new baby!  
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The NDSGC is also looking to 
expand its reach in various programs 
with students and educators across 
North Dakota. If you are interested 
in any of the opportunities described 
in this newsletter, or if you would 
like to arrange a visit from the 
NDSGC at your institution (e.g. 
STEM Ambassador outreach events, 
teacher workshops, informational 
presentations, etc.) please reach out 
to any member of the NDSGC team. 
Contact information is listed on the 
inside of the front cover.

Social Media
Connect with the NDSGC via social 
media platforms. Tag us in your 
posts with #NASAinND. Follow 
us on the following platforms to 
stay up to date on events, funding, 
opportunities, deadlines, exciting 
projects, and much more!

None of these events would be possible without the amazing 
work of representatives at the NDSGC affiliate institutions 
(listed on the back cover). Their efforts allow the NDSGC 
to expand its reach statewide and ensure that students 
across North Dakota are able to participate in a number of 
programs. The NDSGC would like to thank each of them 
for their dedication to NDSGC programming, promotion of 
opportunities, and continued involvement.

Thank you also to Kathy Borgen (Graphic Artist in the 
Department of Space Studies at the University of North 
Dakota) for designing the Aurora Newsletter each year. Her 
creativity allows the NDSGC to share successes of the past 
year and highlight opportunities for more North Dakotans to 
get involved in future endeavors.

Thank You!

We Want You!

The NDSGC team moved into new offices in summer 2019. Pictured with the team 
here is NASA Administrator, Jim Bridenstine.




