






The Wide Field Infrared Survey Telescope is a NASA observatory designed to explore 
questions in the areas of dark energy, exoplanets, and infrared astrophysics.  The mirror 
is 2.4 meters in diameter, the same size of the Hubble Space Telescope, yet the field of 
view is 100 times greater than that of Hubble’s infrared instrument.  The telescope will 
be going to L2 and is estimated to launch in the mid 2020’s



• For WFIRST to be able to detect faint heat signals from distant 
objects, the detector in the WFI needs to remain very cold (100 K)

• There were two major designs, curved and faceted

• Same front face sheet surface area of 7 m2





https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFBAAJJRhO4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFBAAJJRhO4








• Weekend trips to 
DC

• Hiking
• Meeting lifelong 

friends




